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FACT SHEET

Rehab Recycle Mobile Phone Appeal is a new recycling programme designed to encourage individuals, groups and organisations to recycle unwanted mobile phones and ink.
There are currently about eight million mobile phones in Irish homes, a figure that is increasing each year. 
The disposal of unwanted, broken or outdated mobile phones poses a large problem for the environment. Mobile phones placed in landfill can seep poisonous substances into the environment, entering the groundwater system and contaminating the soil.

What’s more, the energy and raw materials used to produce millions of new mobile phones contributes to CO2 emissions and global warming. By re-using and recycling components of old phones, the overall environmental impact of this waste stream can be minimised.

Rehab Recycle wants to work with the community to source unwanted phones. The phones are returned to Rehab Recycle facility in Kilkenny where functioning phones are tested, re-used, or fully recycled.
Current Issues 

More than 800 million people around the world currently use mobile phones and this figure is growing daily. 
Mobile phones are quickly becoming outdated as new models are introduced at a staggering rate. With the increase in 3G technology, colour screens, mobile emails, TV, MP3, GPS and lots more, there is a compelling desire among consumers to ditch their old mobile for a newer model.

Consider the scale of the problem: millions of mobile phones are being dumped into landfill, resulting in poisonous substances accumulating in the environment. The scale and toxicity of mobile phone waste poses a potential environmental and health threat.

The elements which are contained in a mobile phone include arsenic, beryllium, cadmium, copper, lead, mercury and zinc. Poisonous substances that leak from decomposing waste in landfills can seep into groundwater and contaminate the soil before entering the food chain.

Solutions 

It is essential that mobile phones do not end up in landfill. Recycling mobile phones is an easy and effective way of disposing of mobile phones, thereby helping to preserve the environment. 
It is estimated that many of the eight million mobile phones, whether working or broken, are lying around cupboards and drawers of Irish homes. Instead of hoarding them before eventually putting the mobiles in the bin for landfill, we should recycle them.
Whether you have just one or two mobiles to recycle, or can organise a large collection within your business, community group, university or school – Rehab Recycle makes it easy,
Re-use and Recycling 

All mobile phones collected and returned on behalf of Rehab are sent directly to Rehab Recycle’s facility in Kilkenny where they are scanned to record their identification number for tracking purposes, tested for functionality and sorted into functional and non-functional phones. The functional phones are sent overseas for re-use and the non-functional phones are recycled.
Phones in good working order are sent to developing countries where they are sold at an affordable price, offering telecommunications equipment to communities which may not have otherwise been able to afford them. Phones that are no longer in working order are recycled. 
By recycling your spare mobile phone, you are helping to:

· Preserve the environment by keeping your unused mobile phone out of landfill and recycling it back to re-use.

· Raise money for Rehab Group to help fund training, employment, health and social care services to people with disabilities throughout Ireland.
· Bring affordable communication to developing countries, to people who otherwise would not have been able to afford it.

Individual Phone Collection

Individuals can return old mobile phones simply by requesting a Rehab Recycle Mobile Phones Recycling bag.
Mobile phones, including their battery, should be placed in the Freepost bag and posted to our mobile and ink recycling centre in Kilkenny 
You can request up to 10 bags for free by calling Rehab Recycle on (056) 777 0243 or by emailing your details to mobilephones@rehabrecycling.ie 

Large Collections 

Organising a large collection of 20-plus mobile phones is a great way to raise awareness of environmental issues among staff or members of an organisation. It is also a simple and practical way for employees to contribute in a positive way to the environment.
You can encourage employees to bring in their unwanted personal mobile phones from home, and/or you can recycle outdated company mobiles. You can organise a collection over a set period of time, e.g. one-day only, or install a collection box year-round – it’s up to you. 
Rehab Recycle will provide you with the collection boxes and organise delivery and pickup, all at no cost. 

You can request a box for free by calling Rehab Recycle on (056) 777 0243 or byb emailing your details to mobilephones@rehabrecycling.ie 

About Rehab Recycle 

Rehab Recycle's combined glass, can, paper and waste electrical recycling facilities account for in excess of 90,000 tonnes of material each year. The company operates over 1,800 bring sites (both public and private) and reprocesses the vast majority of consumer waste glass in Ireland. Rehab Recycle is part of the Rehab Group.

In addition to collecting from local authority bring sites and recycling parks, Rehab Recycle has agreements with many multinational and large indigenous companies to collect very significant volumes of waste products on their behalf.

Through the Rehab plants in Dublin, Galway, Cork, Kilkenny as well as Eindhoven in the Netherlands, Rehab Recycle continues to be a major resource in Ireland to both the domestic and commercial sector in the management of recyclable waste.
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